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The Mission of the Long Island Institute for Group Work With Children and Youth is:

S To _réxﬁqt_qaﬁd enhance effective group work p:xfact'iéc with children and youth

- through advocacy, education, and collegial support, oot :

'HUH?!? 'is the Institute’s quarterly newsletter dedicated to providing i:nforr'nzllt.ion, inspiration and support for
_anyone working with young people in group settings. . . . SR |

In a recent survey of group members, the Long
Island Institute on Group work With Children and
Youth asked youngsters,

"What are some things a group leader should never do?"
Here are a few of their responses:

. Give false information (age 15)
= Not listen (age K)

. Bribe the students (age 15)

w Be mean (age 15)

s Be bossy or impatient (age 17)
. Act bored (age 16)

In the Trenches:

w Pressure sormneone to say something that they didn’t
want to (age 16)

% Call kids idiots (age 12)

. Use what kids say against them (age 13)

= Tell what’s said in the group (age 14)

w Break the confidentiality rule (age 14)

w. Force anyone to tatk (age 14)

w Touch or yell at a child (age 9)

. Curse, do drugss, hit any of us (age 9)

w Make nasty comments about group members {age 14)

ANY OF THIS SOUND FAMILIAR? We invite you to
ask your group members this same question. Write to us
with their responses and we will print them.

naos

* Essentially, chaos theory holds that within simple orderly systems there are pockets of wild disorder

and that within disorderly, seemingly chaatic systems, there are pockels of precise order — E. Poatek

when the aroup meets for the first time, there |s much confuslon around what we are all up to. Typlcal opening remarks,

despite careful preparation, Inciude: "why are we here”, "
I'm coming®, "is this room bugged”, "I can’t come anymore

when |5 this class over”, "l told my mother that th@ Is the |ast time
because my favorite tetevision show Is on at this time”, etc. The

nan-verbal behavior may include the following: restrained restiessness (don'tfret, unrestralned restiessness comes alittle Jater
onl, darting eyes {searching for bugaing devices or the titles of the "shelnk's” books), front lags of all chalrs elevated about

one foot off the fioor and back rests planted firmly on t

he wall (the wall soon reveals an indelible signature of back rest

compresslions) and the subtle scavenger hunt for an object to hold on to, are but a few. When the verbal and non verbal

behavior are integrated, one observes caution, apprene

Instantaneously, yet perpetually, A giance at the clock

nston, curiosity, suspiclon and restrained energy. Al of this ocours
reveals that onty’a minute has passed

From; A. Malekoff, 'snélallzing Pre-Adolescents Into Ehe Grour Culture?,
Soclal wark with Groups, 7:4, 1984 B
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TIPS For: Planning and Good || EVENTS AND
Beginnings RESOURCES

QUESTIONS TO THE READER:

What would you like to ses in future newsletters?

This issue’s "TIPS For:" column is |!

devoted to planning and beginnings.

As the school year comes to a close, many groups
are ending. As September approaches, the planning process ! What would be hefpful to you?
begins as we begin to think about starting new groups. '

Uo you have any anecdotes, tips, wisdom ... te pass alang? If so, send

TI . ~ o1 -1 e 303 O - a2 . :
P: Tune-in to the needs of prospective group members; it 10 "HUH?!7" and we'll spread the ward:

identify what needs the proposed group will attempt to """ Long Istand Institute for Group Work With
mecet; begin to develop a group purpose to guide the group Children and Youth - Attn: A. Malekoff
along. 480 Old Westhury Rd.; Raeslyn Hgts, NY 11577

HUH?I? is the quarterly newsletier of the Long Island Institute for Group Work With Chitdren and Youth, a program of North Shore Child & Family Guidance Center; 400
Old Westbury Raad; Roslyn Hgts, NY 11577; Phone: {516) 528-1971 +» Fax: 626-8043. Execullve Directar; Marion Levine, ACSW; Director of Program_Developmont and
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Maleloff, ACSW. Participating Agencies: Youth Directions and Alternatives, Huntington; Herricks School District; Sanctuary Profect, Huntington;
Plainedge School District; L., Crisis Center, Belimore, Copyright June 1, 1936/USA.

For more informatien complete this form and return to:
Long Isiand Institute for Group Wori
With Children and Youth
Attm: Andrew Malekoff
480 0ld Westbury Rd.; Roslyn Hgts., NY 11577

Name:

Address:

Phone:




